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and Natural Law vanish from the social theory of
the day and their place is taken by the impressive
and solid figure of the Greatest Good of the Greatest
Number.)
Benthamism has all the virtues and the vices of sim-
plicity. Its author began his career as political theorist
by publishing in 1776 his Fragment on Government,
which demolished the almost sentimental optimism
of Blackstone and those who saw only wisdom in
the British Constitution and positive law. In 1789
came the Introduction to the Principles of Morals and
Legislation, which contains all the essentials of Ben-
thana's social theory. Nature has * placed mankind',
he writes, * under the governance of two sovereign
masters, pain and pleasure. It is for them alone to
point out what we ought to do, as well as to determine
what we shall do. On the one hand the standard of
right and wrong, on the other the chain of causes and
effects, are fastened to their throne. They govern us
in all we say, in all we think/
Hence springs the principle of utility. It is foolish
to speculate on the end of life, when our own actions
show us every minute of the day what that end is:
it is happiness, because happiness is what we are always
seeking. Accordingly those actions are good which
produce happiness, and (all conduct can thus be sub-
jected to one simple, unchallengeable criterion, that of
utility.) Godwin had made Political Justice the ulti-
mate goal. But Justice is a vague word, and Bentham
who had assured himself that happiness was not a
vague word, proceeded to demonstrate the futility of
making * ends ' out of abstract ideas. € What happiness
is every man knows ; because what pleasure is, every
man knows, and what pain is, every man knows. But
what justice is—this is what on every occasion is the

